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Qatar Airways has launched the world’s longest scheduled

commercial airline route with the arrival of its flight from Doha

to Auckland, New Zealand.

The Gulf carrier said flight QR920 touched down in Auck-

land early on Monday after covering a distance of 14,535 kilo-

metres, or 9,032 miles.

That is the furthest distance between any two cities linked

by direct flights. The outbound journey is scheduled to take 16

hours and 20 minutes on the Boeing 777-200LR. That’s rela-

tively short compared to the return trip of 17 hours and 30

minutes, which is slower because of headwinds.

Qatar Airways launches new Auckland route
WORLD’S LONGEST FLIGHT

The Associated Press

She’s the most celebrated face of the Underground

Railroad — and it’s a face destined to become even

more famous since the U.S. Treasury announced

that Harriet Tubman will replace Andrew Jackson

on the front of the $20 bill. Known as the “Moses of

her people,” Tubman, an escaped slave from

Maryland, guided other fugitives to freedom in

Canada across a wooden suspension bridge in Ni-

agara Falls, often by hiding them in fruit wagons

and railroad cattle cars.

Before the construction of the bridge in 1848, the

only option for runaway slaves was to cross the Ni-

agara River by rowboat under the cover of night or

by climbing aboard ferries and steamboats operat-

ed by sympathetic captains. Some risked their

lives by swimming across the river at its calmer

points or clung to pieces of wood in a desperate at-

tempt to make it to Canada, considered the Prom-

ised Land.

Buffalo-Niagara was a hotbed of Underground

Railroad activity from the early 1800s until 1865

when the Civil War outlawed slavery. (Canada had

already banned the importing of slaves back in

1793.)

February’s Black History Month is an ideal time

to visit some of the significant sites of this network

of secret routes, safe houses and hiding places that

represented the first racially-integrated U.S. civil

rights movement in which blacks and whites

worked together to actively oppose the federal

laws that condoned slavery.

In Niagara Falls, the Niagara Arts & Cultural

Center’s Freedom Crossing: The Underground

Railroad in Greater Niagara, tells the story of the

Underground Railroad movement in Buffalo-Niag-

ara through historic photos and artifacts.

In addition to Tubman and her fellow famous ab-

olitionist, Frederick Douglass, you can learn about

the lives of many lesser known, mostly anonymous,

“conductors,” who played a pivotal role in helping

an estimated 50,000 freedom seekers escape to Can-

ada. 

These included the hundreds of African-Ameri-

cans who worked as cooks, waiters, drivers and

porters at grand hotels such as the Cataract House,

once the largest hotel in Niagara Falls. These hotel

workers led double lives, serving rich hotel guests

— many of whom were plantation owners, accom-

panied by their enslaved maids and valets, who va-

cationed in Niagara Falls to get away from the op-

pressive heat of the southern states — and then

helping spirit those slaves into small rowboats lo-

cated just a few blocks away at the base of the Amer-

ican Falls. 

Canada was just a 15-minute crossing, but it was

a dangerous ride since bounty hunters and federal

agents constantly patrolled the area.

Local safe houses are also highlighted in the ex-

hibit, including the McClew farm, now called Mur-

phy’s Orchards, where a hiding room under a trap

door in the barn can still be viewed today.

The suspension bridge near Niagara Falls that Harriet Tubman used to spirit slaves across the border into Canada.

PHOTO COURTESY OF NIAGARA ARTS & CULTURAL CENTER

Escape to the promised land

The Freedom Crossing monument commemorating the Underground Railroad in Lewiston N.Y. portrays a

family being loaded into a boat to make the Niagara River crossing.
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During Black History Month

visit the Underground Railroad

sites in Buffalo-Niagara used

by fugitive slaves
ANNE BOKMA

Buffalo and
Niagara was a
hotbed of
Underground
Railroad
activity from
the early
1800s until
1865. 
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#7-301 Fruitland Road,Stoney Creek

tico #50006797

Upcoming Travel Seminars
at our Stoney Creek Of�ce

RSVP required contact us at

905-643-4848 or email

info@carlsoncreativetravel.com

Iceland

Presentation
Wednesday,March 8th at 6:30pm

Australia

Presentation
Sunday,March 5th at 1pm

Rocky Mountaineer

Presentation
February 28th at 6:30pm
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Exclusive Non-Stop Flights from HAMILTON*

From our previous guests:

“Amazing holiday...Modern Luxury from start to finish.”
”So easy and stress-free to fly from our local airport!”

Celebrity Cruises
Caribbean Vacations

It’s All Included
Actual plane may differ.

*Offer valid for departures between Feb. 4 to Apr. 8, 2017. Price is in CAD, p.p. based on double occupancy for new individual bookings, subject to
availability and may change at any time and is inclusive of all taxes, fees and port charges. Price is based on the lowest minimum available as fol-
lows and will vary by sailing: Veranda category 2D from $2,599 for Mar. 18 & Apr. 1 sailings on Celebrity Reflection®. Other categories/occupancy
types and sailing dates are available at varying prices. Classic beverage package applies to two guests (21 years and older) per stateroom and
includes beers up to $6 per serving, spirits and cocktails up to $8 per serving and wine up to $9 per serving, soda selections, fresh squeezed and
bottled juices, premium coffees and teas and non-premium bottled water. Upgrades to other beverage packages are available for an additional
charge plus beverage gratuities. Gratuities applies to two guests per stateroom and provides for prepaid stateroom attendant, waiter, assistant
waiter and head waiter gratuities (amounts based on gratuity guidelines). 3rd and 4th guests receive 40 min. internet package, gratuities and non-
alcoholic beverage package which can be upgraded to an alcohol package for a fee. Max. total baggage allowance of 20 kilos (44 lbs.) per person.
Celebrity Reflection® Eastern Caribbean Feb. 4, 18, Mar. 4, 18 & Apr. 1 and Western Caribbean Feb. 11, 25, Mar. 11, 25 & Apr. 8. Coach air travel
is between Hamilton, ON and Miami, FL. Ports of call vary by itinerary. This program is not combinable with any other offers. Space is subject to
availability and change at time of booking. Please ask for details regarding terms and conditions concerning deposit, final payment and cancel-
lation penalties. Restrictions apply. Celebrity Cruises reserves the right to correct any errors, inaccuracies or omissions and to change or update
fares, fees and surcharges at any time without prior notice. © 2016 Celebrity Cruises, Inc. Ship’s Registry: Malta and Ecuador. All Rights Reserved.

Caribbean Cruise VacationsMade Easy

Veranda Staterooms from $2,599*
It’s All Included:

Departures every Saturday
from Feb. 4 to Apr. 8, 2017*

That’s modern luxury.SM

• 7 Night Eastern or Western Caribbean cruise

aboard Celebrity Reflection®

• Roundtrip NON-STOP flight from Hamilton, ON

to Miami, FL*

• NEW: Free Unlimited Xcelerate Internet, approx.

value of $300

• Classic Beverage Package with unlimited beer,

wine, spirits and more, approx. value of $900*

• Gratuities and taxes*

• All ground transfers in Florida

To book,
CALL YOUR TRAVEL AGENT,

or call 1-888-776-1155.

FABULOUS ITALIAN TOURS
AMAZING PRICES

Rome (3 Nights) • Sorrento (2 Nights)

Amal� (2 Nights)

9 DAYS/7 NIGHTS
Guaranteed Departures

$2310 TAXES
INCLUDED

Including round trip economy class to Rome
Round trip transfers between airport to hotel

13 meals
Transportation in an air-conditioned coach

4 Star Hotels • Sightseeing as per itinerary

This tour blends well for passengers wishing to depart before or
returning after tour ends. Flights can be adjusted either in advance

of tours or extended after tour ends to better accommodate
passengers needs for a nominal fee.
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A Trusted Name in Travel Since 1948

Padovani Travel Group

305 James Street North, Hamilton

Phone: 905-525-2525

WHAT ARE YOU

CROWDFUNDING FOR?
fuellocal.com is an online platform to raise money through crowdfunding: an

opportunity for a collection of individuals to make donations in support of a cause.

Create your fundraising campaign or help fund local initiatives at fuellocal.com

Start your campaign now! .com

CCROWDFUNDING IS:
SUPPORTING
THE ARTS
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The exhibit also features the fa-

mous image of “Gordon,” a run-

away slave with dozens of horrific

welts on his back — the result of

whippings by his overseer. This

photo was mass produced in the

early 1860s and recognized as a

searing indictment of slavery, 

In nearby Lewiston, N.Y. the

Freedom Crossing Monument is a

larger-than-life bronze sculpture

that honours the courage of fugitive

slaves and depicts a family of four

being loaded into a rowboat on the

banks of the Niagara River by the

town’s Underground Railroad “sta-

tion master,” Josiah Tyron. He

served as the pastor at Lewiston’s

First Presbyterian Church, also a

safe haven for escaping slaves. 

Buffalo’s Broderick Park once

housed the docks for the Black

Rock Ferry, which was a key means

of escape for fugitive slaves, espe-

cially before bridges were built over

the Niagara River.

Also in Buffalo, the Michigan

Street African American Heritage

Corridor features a trio of sites with

a significant African-American his-

tory. The Michigan Street Baptist

Church, one of the oldest black

churches in the U.S., played a cen-

tral role in the struggle to end slav-

ery. Runaway slaves found safe har-

bour here — a secret room hidden

by a staircase at the back of the

church can still be viewed. It was al-

so an important meeting place for

abolitionists and anti-lynching ac-

tivists such as W.E.B. DuBois and

Booker T. Washington.

The nearby Nash House Muse-

um, the elegantly preserved home

of Rev. J. Edward Nash, the pastor

of the Michigan Street Baptist

Church for 60 years, is billed as “the

home where a community was

built.” Nash, a founding member of

the NAACP, ensured his church

was a focal point of civil rights activ-

ity at the turn of the 20th century. 

A short walk away is the re-

nowned Colored Musicians Club,

celebrating its 100th year. It was not

only the union hall for black musi-

cians at a time when unions were

segregated, but also a favourite in-

formal stop for jazz greats such as

Dizzy Gillespie, Billie Holiday,

Count Basie, Duke Ellington and

Ella Fitzgerald. 

The music continues to this day

upstairs on the second floor while

the first floor is devoted to a muse-

um with multimedia displays and

interactive exhibits that offer an op-

portunity to learn the difference be-

tween blues, swing, bebop, ragtime,

Big Band, boogie-woogie and New

Orleans jazz.

The Underground Railroad was

one of the most significant social

protest movements in American

history and this celebrated route is

about be further commemorated

with the opening next year of the $1

million Niagara Falls Underground

Railroad Interpretive Centre. It will

be located in the old U.S. Customs

building — right across the site

where Tubman once guided fugi-

tive slaves to freedom.

Several tour companies, includ-

ing Motherland Connextions, are

available to escort visitors to histor-

ic Underground Railroad sites. The

Niagara Falls Underground Rail-

road Heritage Area organization al-

so lists more than 25 key sites and

has a self-guided driving and walk-

ing app for mobile phones: https://

niagarafallsundergroundrail-

road.oncell.com/en/

home-36462.html
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Image of African American waiters who played a key role in helping the

slaves of southern hotel guests escape.

PHOTO COURTESY OF NIAGARA FALLS UNDERGROUND RAILROAD HERITAGE AREA

Harriet Tubman

PHOTO COURTESY OF NIAGARA ARTS & CULTURAL CENTER

George Scott, president and band

leader at the Colored Musicians

Club and Museum.

PHOTO BY ANNE BOKMA

Anne Bokma is a travel writer based

in Hamilton.


